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REDWOOD CITY — In the latest sign that a
Bay Area renewable energy trend is picking up
steam, San Mateo County is taking a close look at
buying its own power on the open market, instead
of relying on PG&E, in a bid to lower its green-
house gas emissions.

The county is exploring
whether to establish a commu-
nity choice aggregation program,
which allows local governments
to create their own energy portfo-
lios that rely more on alternative
sources like wind and solar and
less on fossil fuels. On Tuesday,
the board of supervisors will vote
on allocating $300,000 toward a
technical study of the proposal.

Marin County pioneered the
community choice aggregation
model in California. Since launching in 2010,
Marin Clean Energy has grown to serve roughly
125,000 customers. The nonprofit claims it deliv-
ers more than twice as much renewable energy as
PG&E at a slightly reduced cost to consumers.

Sonoma County followed suit last year with
Sonoma Clean Power, and numerous jurisdic-
tions are now looking into the model, including
Alameda County and the South Bay cities of Cu-
pertino, Mountain View and Sunnyvale.

Supervisors Dave Pine and Carole Groom are
spearheading the initiative in San Mateo County.

County
weighs
buying
power
Effort aims to reduce reliance on
PG&E, help cut carbon emissions

COMMUNITY CHOICE MODEL

By Joe Rodriguez
jrodriguez@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — Ryan and Aidan Last , two
Cub Scouts on a mission, stared at two large
baskets made from reeds and wondered
how refugee Vietnamese “boat people”
could  float on the crude crafts across the
Gulf of Thailand decades ago and survive
the ordeal.

“One of these baskets could fit six peo-
ple,” Alida Bray , head of History San Jose,
told the Scouts on their visit Sunday to the
city’s Kelley Park. “Can you imagine being
out in the open in this?”

The boys shook their heads and said,
“No!”

The Scouts spent a breezy, sunny day en-

Hands-on history
Immigrant heritage: Event brings experiences home

LEARNING ‘WHAT MADE AMERICA’

By Heather Somerville
hsomerville@mercurynews.com

SUNNYVALE — One pedes-
trian was killed and a second is in
critical condition after being hit by
a car at the intersection of Wolfe
Road and Fair Oaks Avenue.

That was the second deadly
crash over the weekend involv-

ing pedestrians in Santa Clara
County.

In Sunnyvale, a woman de-
scribed by police as in her early- to
mid-50s  died Sunday at the scene
of the accident. A second woman,
in her 30s, is in critical condition
and was transported to a hospital.
Capt. Jeff Hunter, of the Sunny-
vale police, did not immediately
know which hospital was treating
the woman. The names of the vic-

Pedestrian accidents
claim the lives of two
Pair of crashes in San
Jose and Sunnyvale over
weekend prove fatal

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

By Heather Somerville
hsomerville@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — He clearly had no yearning
for Thin Mints, Do-si-dos or Samoas.

But he was definitely hungry for some
quick cash, even if it meant yanking it from
the grip of a grade-school girl.

Cody Gintz allegedly snatched a money
box from  a Girl Scout who was selling cook-
ies with members of her troop at the Safeway
store at 1663 Branham Lane on Sunday. The
box held about $600; the girls were raising

Girl Scouts robbed; man arrested
Troop records license plate, calls
police, who return cash, more

MONEY BOX WITH $600

Cinequest opens its 25th
annual film festival Tuesday
night with “Batkid Begins,” the
Dana Nachman documentary
— a sure crowd pleaser and
a powerful start for 13 days of
moviegoing in downtown San
Jose.

But the heart and soul of the
festival might best be on display
Thursday night when 82-
year-old British director John
Boorman is presented with the
Maverick Spirit Award. Other
recipients being honored during
this year’s festival are actress
Rosario Dawson, screenwriter

and director Lawrence
Kasdan, writer Dennis
Lehane and legendary
studio producer Mike
Medavoy.

“I think we always
refer to a maverick as
someone who forges his
own path outside of the
mainstream and tries to
follow his own vision,” Boor-
man said in a phone interview.
“Someone who doesn’t obey the
rules.”

That pretty much describes
Cinequest and it also fits
Boorman, a filmmaker whose

credits range from the
Arthurian epic “Ex-
calibur” to the weird
sci-fi of “Zardoz.” He
probably will always
be best known for
1972’s chilling drama
“Deliverance,” but he
will be most loved for
“Hope and Glory,” his

1987 biographical remembrance
of life as a child during the
London Blitz in World War II,
which was nominated for three
Oscars, including best director.

Cinequest Director and
co-founder Halfdan Hussey is

thrilled to bring a filmmaker
of Boorman’s caliber to the
festival.

“It’s really hard to make a
great film,” Hussey said. “It’s
incredibly hard to make several
great films, especially if they
are different kinds of movies,
the way he has.”

The diversity of Boorman’s
work is symbolic of his full life
and diverse experiences, said
Hussey, who is scheduled to
interview him on stage at the
California Theatre on Thursday

Cinequest to honor British director
FILM FESTIVAL’S MAVERICK SPIRIT AWARD

Pine
Supervisor
helping push
initiative

DAMIAN DOVARGANES/
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AROUND TOWN
SAL PIZARRO

CINEQUEST

British director John Boorman will be
honored Thursday with the Maverick
Spirit Award at  San Jose’s Cinequest.
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VIA GETTY IMAGES
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Brenda Wong reads a story Sunday to Cub Scout Troop 349 inside the Chinese-American Museum at  Kelley
Park in San Jose. The park co-hosted a one-day event  focusing on the variety of U.S. immigration experiences.

Aidan Last, 9, and his brother Ryan, 10, learn Sunday about
Vietnamese immigration from Alida Bray of History San Jose.

KARL MONDON/STAFF

San Jose police pull over a man    suspected in the
robbery of $600 from a Girl Scout cookie stand
at a nearby Safeway on Sunday.

See IMMIGRANT, Page 2

See PIZARRO, Page 2

See POWER, Page 2

See FATAL, Page 2 See GIRL SCOUT, Page 2

Rae Chang
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By Rick Hurd
and Thomas Peele

Staff writers
OAKLAND — Two

people were in critical con-
dition Sunday with severe
burns over more than half
of their bodies after a fire
inside a motel room Sat-
urday night that appears
to have been the result of
an illegal drug operation, a
fire official said.

A man and woman in-
side the room were taken 
to the Saint Francis Me-
morial Hospital Bothin 
Burn Center in San Fran-

cisco after fire crews
found them “down and in 
trouble” inside room 220 
at the Townhouse Travel 
Inn in the 4400 block 
of W. MacArthur Bou-
levard, Battalion Chief 
Geoff Hunter said. The 
fire started around 7:30 
p.m.

“We’ve got one victim
with second- and third-
degree burns on 80 per-
cent of the body,” Hunter
said. “The other one has
second- and third-degree
burns on 60 percent. They
are in really bad shape.”

Another woman suf-
fered minor burns but
was OK, Hunter said. The
cause of the blaze appears
to be tied to a secret drug
operation that involved
hash oil and  butane canis-
ters, Hunter said.

“If you have those com-
ponents, and you’re not in
a well-ventilated place, all
it takes is something turn-
ing on or something spark-
ing as an ignition source,”
Hunter said. “That’s what
we believe happened here.
We think maybe when the
heat turned on, the room

ignited.”
Fire officials turned

over the results of their
investigation to Oakland
police, Hunter said. The
investigation was continu-
ing Sunday.

The one-alarm fire
didn’t spread from the
room, thanks to what
Hunter called an aggres-
sive attack by crews who
were able to get inside.
None of the other guests
at the motel were dis-
placed. The estimated
damage to the motel room
was $50,000, he said.

Two burn victims in suspected hash oil setup

money for a water conser-
vation project.

Their badge for clever-
ness on full display, the
Girl Scouts recorded the
suspect’s license plate
and called police. Quickly,
a search for the suspect
was launched and soon
his vehicle was located
nearby, said San Jose Po-
lice spokesman Albert
Morales. Police, he said,
stopped the suspect, age
23, and arrested him  under
suspicion of robbery.

Police returned the cash
box to the girls, bought $240
worth of cookies — that’s
48 boxes — and gave the
girls $60, NBC Bay Area
reported.

Safeway stores are
among the most popular
sites for Girl Scout cookie
sales; others market their
widely beloved products at
BART stations or through
a smartphone app. At least
one clever young entrepre-
neurial San Francisco Girl
Scout has been selling cook-
ies outside a pot dispensary.
No robberies have been re-
ported there.

Contact Heather Somerville
at 510-208-6413. Follow
her at Twitter.com/
heathersomervil.

BayAreaExtra www.mercurynews.com/community

DEAR JOAN: I kept my
pumpkins from fall, and I
came out the other day to
find a mess. Some had been
partially eaten and others
had bites out of them. What
animal would have done this?

Melodie Nelson
Saratoga

DEAR MELODIE: Several
animals could be responsible,
but my best guess would be
rats or squirrels.

Raccoons and deer might
have nibbled on them as

well. You
can prob-
ably narrow
the list of
suspects
by figuring
out what
animals
you have in
your yard

and neighborhood.
The easiest way to deal

with the problem is bring the
pumpkins inside and store
them in a cool place. If you
want to keep them outside,
you can try painting them
with hot sauce. That will
discourage the squirrels and
possibly the rats and rac-
coons. The deer won’t care if
the pumpkins are spicy, so if
you discover it’s deer, paint
them with a mixture of eggs
and water.

DEAR JOAN: In addition to
filling our bird feeder, about
twice a week we put out a
couple of suet blocks for the
birds.

The variety of suet blocks
being offered keeps expand-
ing. Today I bought the
following: Sunflower Blend,
Nut and Insect Blend, High
Energy Blend, Wild Cherry
Crunch, Zesty Orange Blend,
P’nuttier, Hot Peppered, and
Fruit and Nut.

My question is, can the
birds really tell the differ-
ence — by taste, by smell, by
texture? Or are the differen-
tiations for us humans?

Sondra Eckstein
Portola Valley

DEAR SONDRA: Birds cer-
tainly have their preferences,
some liking seeds while oth-
ers want nuts or fruits.  Their
choices are based partly on
their nature.

Most birds have a very
limited sense of smell and
very few taste buds. It
doesn’t mean they can’t
detect odors or flavors; they
just don’t rely on them.

When selecting suet
blocks, consider the birds
you are attracting and buy
varieties they “like.” Hum-
mingbirds, for example, are
nectar and insect eaters, so
they wouldn’t be interested
in a suet block filled with
seed. The peppered suet
isn’t a treat for the birds
but a way to discourage
squirrels from eating the
suet.

DEAR JOAN: In a recent
column, you told a “Robert
H.” that California laws pro-
hibit use of carbon monoxide
against any creature. This is
no longer true.

As of 2012, the Food and
Agricultural Code permits
use of carbon monoxide for
rodent control.

Fred Bundock
Antioch

DEAR FRED: Thanks for the
update. I had consulted an
out-of-date law book.

The state does now permit
the use of carbon monoxide
for pest control, and there are
rules regarding the use. For
example, a warning sign on
the delivery device must be
posted and it cannot be used
inside of structures.

The law is set to sunset
in 2018 unless it is renewed.
The law also does not ad-
dress the use of car exhaust,
but the state recommends
against it. I had one letter
from a reader who had tried
and managed only to melt his
garden hose.

I also had a letter taking
me to task for printing the
other letters, saying that I
was, in  effect, advocating the
killing and torture of wildlife.
I think those who know me
through this column know
that would never be my
intent. I believe in live and
let live, and using methods
that only discourage wildlife
from coming into your yard,
and physical barriers to help
keep them out.

Protecting
pumpkins
from pests

JOAN MORRIS
ANIMAL LIFE

night. Some filmmakers
are just awe-inspiring
when you speak to them
in person, Hussey said,
recalling when Werner
Herzog came to the festi-
val to receive the Maver-
ick Spirit Award in 1994.

Boorman’s latest
— and, he claims, last
— film, “Queen and
Country,” is a follow-up
to “Hope and Glory,”

following Boorman’s on-
screen avatar into young
adulthood as he prepares
for National Service in
the postwar Britain of the
early 1950s.

“In England, sud-
denly after the war, there
was a terrible hangover
because the country was
exhausted from war and
impoverished,” Boorman
said. “What was happen-
ing really was the older
generation was still cling-
ing to the idea of imperial
Britain and the Empire.
But the young could see

that all that was over and
that England was going
to revert to being a small
island off the coast of
Europe. I think out of that
comes quite a lot of hu-
mor, and I would say that
the tone is very similar to
‘Hope and Glory.’”

Boorman says that
while there are a couple of
scripts he’d like to make,
he doesn’t know if he has
the energy to do it.

“The last shots of
‘Queen and Country’
are of a camera that
stops, and that was my

little signature,” he said.
“Every film I finished I
was convinced it was my
last film. Making a film is
a painful process.”

And while you might
expect an old-school
director to stick to old-
school methods, Boor-
man has said he prefers
shooting movies digitally
instead of using film
because it’s cleaner. He’s
still a maverick after all
these years.

Contact Sal Pizarro at
408-920-5473.

Pine said community
choice aggregation, en-
abled by a 2002 bill au-
thored by former Bay Area
state Sen. Carole Migden,
is a powerful tool for local
governments to do their
part in fighting global cli-
mate change.

“If we don’t get our car-
bon emissions under con-
trol,” Pine said, “we face
catastrophic risks.”

Under the initiative, the
county would buy power
from suppliers and dis-
tribute it to customers on
PG&E’s grid. The transi-
tion would be seamless for
customers, who would con-
tinue to receive bills from
the utility.

Pine and other propo-
nents tout the program as
“the biggest change you’ll
never notice.” Customers
who prefer to stay with
PG&E could simply opt
out and keep their existing
plans.

Cities throughout the
county would choose
whether to join the pro-
gram. Fifteen of the coun-
ty’s 20 incorporated towns
and cities have already
signed up to participate in
the technical study. The
city of San Mateo has iden-
tified the program as a key
element of its sustainable
resources plan.

“A single measure can
achieve two-thirds of the
greenhouse gas emission
reduction that the city is re-
quired to meet through our
climate action plan,” said
Kathy Kleinbaum, the city’s
sustainability manager.

The county anticipates
that the program will lower
rates for consumers and
generate savings that can
be plowed into local renew-
able energy projects.

Marin Clean Energy and
Sonoma Clean Power have
seen promising results.
Marin forecasts that its ba-
sic package, which consists
of 50 percent renewable en-
ergy, will be $80.14 a month
for a typical user in 2015,
compared to $81.58 a month

for PG&E power that is 22
percent renewable.

Marin customers can
pay more for premium
plans — $84.77 for power
that is 100 percent renew-
able and $107.92 for energy
delivered entirely from lo-
cal solar farms.

PG&E tacks on a spe-
cial $5.71 fee to the bills of
Marin residential custom-
ers to cover the loss of
their business, making the
total cost of Marin’s basic
plan higher than PG&E’s
service. It’s unclear at this
point if the utility would ap-
ply a similar fee to San Ma-
teo County customers.

A PG&E representative
did not respond to a request
for comment. A 2011 law
prohibits the company from
using ratepayer revenue to
market against community
choice aggregation.

Despite the early suc-
cess  in Marin and Sonoma,
some critics question how
green the new model is.
The most prominent skep-
tic of Northern California’s
community choice aggre-
gation movement is the

International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers Lo-
cal 1245, which represents
about 20,000 utility work-
ers throughout the state,
including roughly 12,000
employees of PG&E.

Hunter Stern, spokes-
man for the Local 1245,
said Marin Clean Energy’s
approach is flawed, rely-
ing too much on renew-
able energy certificates to
meet its alternative energy
targets. These certificates,
purchased from renewable
energy suppliers, allow the
group to take credit for re-
newable energy generation
without actually buying it.

Stern said the union
does not oppose commu-
nity choice aggregation in
principle, but wants Marin
Clean Energy and other
programs to eschew the
certificates and focus more
on developing new green
energy sources.

“Our union and fellow
brothers and sisters in the
labor community will work
to present the best possible
implementation plan to
benefit workers and resi-

dents and build local proj-
ects in San Mateo County,”
Stern said. “If they pursue
a Marin-type approach, the
1245 will fight them.”

Marin spokesman Ja-
mie Tuckey noted the non-
profit buys power from a
new solar farm at San Ra-
fael Airport and is develop-
ing several other projects,
including three solar fa-
cilities in Richmond, which
voted to join Marin Clean
Energy in 2012.

Seth Baruch, a renew-
able energy consultant who
is helping Alameda and San
Mateo counties investigate
community choice aggre-
gation, said the certificates
are best viewed as a bridge.
They can be useful in estab-
lishing the programs and
then reduced or eliminated
once the organizations
have built up the customer
base, revenue and experi-
ence to develop more local
energy sources.

“You can’t really start
riding a bike uphill in 10th
speed,” Baruch said. “You
need to build some momen-
tum.”

joying “Hands-On His-
tory: The Immigrant
Experience,” a one-day
event sponsored by Sili-
con Valley Reads, an an-
nual community program
that selects books and of-
fers free events to engage
the public in reading and
discussing contemporary
topics.

Karl Schmidt led an-
other group of Scouts
from west San Jose who
were looking to satisfy the

history requirements nec-
essary for earning a Scout
badge.

“They need to learn
what made America,”
Schmidt said. “Immigra-
tion, in my opinion, is one
of those things.”

The group had just
left the Ng Shing Gung
exhibit inside a replica
of a Chinese-American
temple that once stood
near downtown San Jose.
Standing in front of a
magnificent altar, Brenda
Wong , a fourth-genera-
tion Chinese-American,
told young and adult
visitors about the vibrant

but tragic history of San
Jose’s five Chinatowns,
none of which survived
the anti-Asian hysteria
of the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Turning
to a more peaceful and
optimistic story, she read
from a children’s book,
“Hannah is My Name,” a
book by Belle Yang about
a young Taiwanese girl’s
resettlement in the United
States.

“We’re like native Cali-
fornians” by now, said
Wong, who is president of
the Chinese Historical and
Cultural Project, a non-
profit organization that

runs the exhibit.
Several historical orga-

nizations like hers occupy
historic homes and build-
ings owned by the city and
managed by the nonprofit
History San Jose.

“The gist of this park
is that each group tells its
own story,” Bray said.

Other exhibits cover
Greek and Portuguese im-
migration and a history
of professional baseball’s
Negro leagues. For more
information on the read-
ing program and historical
park go  to www.siliconval-
leyreads.org  and www.
historysanjose.org.

MOTEL FIRE

tims were not released.
The driver of the car

remained at the scene and
was cooperating with po-
lice, Hunter said. It was not
immediately clear whether
other vehicles were in-
volved. Drivers  were cau-
tioned to avoid the area.

Anyone with information
related to the collision is
asked to call 408-730-7100.

In San Jose, a local food
vendor died on Sunday,
one day after he was hit
by a  suspected drunken
driver while he was sell-
ing food on the sidewalk of
White Road, marking the
city’s seventh traffic fatal-
ity this year.

Police have arrested
Marco Chajon Chamale, 25,
after he  allegedly  hit two
food vendors  when his car
crashed into another vehi-
cle and then veered off the
road and onto the sidewalk
on Saturday. Chamale fled
the scene, according to po-
lice, but was arrested soon
after when he collided with
a fence and a parked car.
Police  suspect he was driv-
ing  under the influence; he
is being held on $150,000
bail.

Both food vendors,
whose names have not been
released, were taken to the
hospital, where one died
from his injuries. The sec-
ond food vendor is expected
to survive.

The driver of the second
car suffered injuries that
were not life-threatening .
Chamale was also treated
at a hospital for minor inju-
ries.

Contact Heather Somerville
at 510-208-6413. Follow
her at Twitter.com/
heathersomervil.

The Associated Press

OAKLAND — The sea-
port in Oakland appears to
have joined others on the
West Coast in resuming its
normal operations.

Port spokesman Mike
Zampa said that several
vessels were being loaded
and unloaded with appar-
ent regularity on the Sun-
day night shift in Oakland.

That came after work
disruptions earlier Sunday
that were quickly ruled
illegal by an arbitrator.
Supervisors dismissed the
daytime workers.

Work at the other 28
West Coast ports was
mostly back to normal af-
ter Friday’s tentative deal
between maritime compa-
nies and dockworkers. It
was expected to be near
full capacity on Monday.

An arbitrator found
that longshoremen at

the Port of Oakland took
part in illegal work stop-
pages that included taking
breaks at the same time,
among other actions re-
ducing productivity Sun-
day, spokesman Steve
Getzug said.

Employers then dis-
missed them for the day
and notified an arbitrator,
Getzug said.

“The Port of Oakland
is bitterly disappointed,”
port spokesman Mike
Zampa said. “Cargo
movements have slowed
for months because of
the labor-management
impasse. Our customers
have suffered significant
reversals because of it.
And now they’re being
asked to take another hit.
It’s just not right.”

Melvin Mackay, a
spokesman for the local
union branch that covers

Oakland, did not  return a
call for comment.

Meanwhile, work at
the other 28 West Coast
ports was mostly back to
normal, with additional
orders for labor especially
at the larger ports to make
up for a backlog caused by
a monthlong contract dis-
pute.

A tentative deal was
struck late Friday. By
Saturday night, workers
in Oakland and the other
ports from San Diego to
Seattle were starting to
clear the backlog.  Dock-
workers in Los Angeles
worked an overnight shift

for the first time in weeks
Saturday night, port
spokesman Phillip San-
field said.

It will take several
months for ports such as
Los Angeles and Long
Beach — the nation’s larg-
est — to clear the backlog,
which swelled as the two
sides quarreled over a
new deal.

“There’s a lot of work to
do and a limited labor pool.
But it’s being distributed
between the two ports and
the cargo containers be-
tween both  L.A. and Long
Beach as equitably as pos-
sible,” Sanfield said.

Arbitrator: Oakland
work stoppage illegal

WEST COAST SEAPORTS

An arbitrator found that longshoremen
at the Port of Oakland took part in
illegal work stoppages that included
taking breaks at the same time.
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